
Is a non-NU researcher engaged in 
the multi-site research?

Is the outside researcher at a 
US-based institution, or are they 

involved independently?

Does the 
institution have 

an FWA (or IRB)

Is the research non-"exempt" at one 
or more sites?

Non-exempt

NU does not usually enter into 
reliance for exempt research.

Exempt
Research

Yes

Does the outside 
researcher have any 
formal NU affiliation?
 (e.g. courtesy appointment, 

visiting scholar, etc)

 Another US
Institution  Independent 

IIA may be 
appropriate

 No  

The investigator may be 
considered an NU 

researcher for IRB review

 Yes
 No

Non-US
based

An IIA may be 
appropriate

Is the project 
federally funded? 
(subject to the sIRB 

Mandate)

 Yes

Designate one 
institution as the sIRB 
of Record and enter 

into a reliance 
agreement.

 Yes

Each institution 
reviews the project 

independently 
(or reliance between some, 

but not all sites).

Exempt from 
sIRB Mandate

The study team can 
choose: identify a sIRB of 

Record or conduct 
independent review at 

each site.

 No

Northeastern University IRB Reliance Flowchart: 
Determining the best pathway for IRB review when a project involves one or more non-Northeastern 

collaborators

Does not require any oversight. Note that 
engagement is roughly defined as interacting with 

participants, obtaining consent, or having access to 
raw study data. See 

hsrp.research.northeastern.edu/irb-reliance for a 
more comprehensive overview.

Not 
Engaged

NU does not usually enter into 
reliance with non-US collaborators.

Does the activity 
meet the definition 

of Research?
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